Gazetteer The Scripps Research Institute
What is it famous for? High-profile research and creative fund-raising. It has several times spotted a scientific trend in the making or started one, switching its major focus from cellular to molecular immunology, then to structural biology, with impeccable timing. The newest focus seems to be 'chemical biology'. Is it still growing? Yes. The most recent addition is the Skaggs Institute for Chemical Biology, to be headed by Julius Rebek, made possible by a $100 million commitment from the Skaggs family (who run Safeway).
How did it start?

Why so many industry deals?
The Institute is one of the largest, private, non-profit institutes in the USA, but has an endowment of only $55 million. Without industry money, the infrastructure would be far less superb.
